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NCPA Reminds Patients to Talk to their Pharmacist During Patient Safety Week

Plans to Launch New Drug Take-Back Program for Consumer Drug Disposal

Alexandria, Va. (March 8, 2009)—In recognition of Patient Safety Awareness Week, the National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA) would like to remind patients that the first step to improved safety could be as close as their pharmacy. Community pharmacists are in a prime position to ensure the safe and proper handling of medications, from dispensing to disposal. In just a few weeks, the association will begin a new Prescription Disposal Program that offers information and resources for pharmacies to create prescription drug disposal programs for consumers.
“As a community pharmacist, I have talked to thousands of patients to help them better understand the benefits of prescribed drugs, reduce the risk of dangerous side effects, and make sure they take their medicines correctly, said Holly Henry, RPh, NCPA president and Seattle, Washington pharmacy owner. “Now as the current President of NCPA, I am pleased to now help other pharmacists offer services to their patients to dispose of those drugs properly, to protect our families, community and environment.” 

The new NCPA Protect Your Pharmacy Now! Prescription Disposal Program will offer information and resources for pharmacies to help their patients safely dispose of unused and expired medicines that may be dangerous to others and to the environment, by creating medication disposal programs, including some green programs that convert pharmaceutical waste to energy.
“Pharmacists and patients must work together to improve patient safety,” says Henry. “Patients need to talk to their community pharmacist about all of the medications they’re taking, whether they smoke, drink alcohol, or have allergies to foods or medications. Never give your medications to anyone else or take someone else's medications. Once you have taken your prescriptions home, remember to keep them out of the sight and reach of children and dispose of them properly. I encourage anyone concerned with patient safety to talk to their pharmacist and ensure they are taking their medications safely and correctly.”

###

The National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA®) represents America’s community pharmacists, including the owners of more than 23,000 community pharmacies, pharmacy franchises, and chains. Together they represent an $84 billion health-care marketplace, employ over 300,000 full-time employees, and dispense nearly half of the nation's retail prescription medicines.
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